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A Study of Effects of Bedil on Ghalib and Iqbal

Mirza Abdul Qadir Bedil Dehlvi (Azimabadi) was one of the greatest thinkers of

the subcontinent and perhaps the most significant poet and prominent literary

figure after Amir Khusro. He saw the grandeur and subsequent downfall of the

great Mughal Empire from the reign of Shah Jahan to that of Muhammad Shah

Rangeela.  Although he has expressed his thoughts in the sufi tradition of

Ibn-e-Arabi and Jalal-ud-Din Rumi, Bedil's philosophy seems to encompass the

entire gamut of ancient and modern philosophical thoughts of the Western

philosophers.  Bedil's poetry is the zenith of the Indian style of Persian poetry to

which his poetic genius has added a great novelty of form and substance. Bedil's

poetic style and philosophical and mystical thoughts have greatly influenced two

most important figures of Persian and Urdu Poetry, Mirza Asadullah Khan

Ghalib and Allama Muhammad Iqbal; both of them being devout admirers of this

great predecessor. In this essay the influence of Bedil on these two great poets

has been critically evaluated. There is a general misconception that Mirza Ghalib

was misled by his temptation to copy the style of Bedil's poetry, which was

generally thought to be difficult and ambiguous. But it is a fact thet both Ghalib

and Iqbal have greatly been benefited by Bedil; especially the latter has

reproduced the thoughts of Bedil in compiling his philosophy of ego or self. 
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¶Ôz{¸¨Æ{~:WðXóó)7(

eZË†ZDZk£x6´)ZDwÅSkgZñ»ÌjZ!Šï�žL¸¨äËwÃŒ„7ÔËw»¦s

wÅìZzg¸¨»jãÔc6žz{�ÛâD�Ô4ZÖp~ZÐâb/jy¹YYìXt¹(ZZ%s

ìÔ&Z0Zi7™MXó)8(

LeZËu·ZDwÐ(|™¡¾æ
E

LËw»Ç'×Z`ÙkZzgÃyƒYìXZDw�Z™ZxÆ*xZqâ~'

ë�žL¸Ã̈ZgŠz~ËwÅÇ~*»òƒðX¸¨äËwÆZÖpÅà¢zgÅpËwÆ

pÐQk»ŠZð·g;Xó)9(ZDw»ìwåž¸¨ÅZÝ�á²~ZyÅÃgÏ�á²~ìZzgZyÅÃgÏ

�á²~ÃKÆaŠz!ÂV»Y'¢zg~ìXZzwtžËwZzg¸¨»W:~mHì?ZzgŠzxtžËw

»¡Òiªî
EE0§]¸¨ÆŠwzŠâr6¹VJZWZ0ZiƒZìZzg¸¨Zk¡Òiªî

EE0§]ÃK~¾uJ»x[

ƒñ�?)01(

¸¨ä§¯Ëw~gãrYVghZ?„CÙ̧ŽZ[ìžZk¸g~ßÃZVäÐ¬bgìÂ

522



ax™ghŠcXŠzu~zzLípZƒVóÅÃzÒ¶TÅ§sqàäZ�ág{HìžNíVÅ°ÉVÐ

ZyÃ¹Øƒ@åZzgW×W×ZyÅËgZ{6WCYC¶Zzg{m™ñß~ahÅgzuIu»xWðX)11(

pZqZzgZë:tåž̧§̈¯ËwÐÅg~ZZs:™DÂZkuZzg‚tŠZgŠg|Æi%æGL‚tZyÅ

,Å›zL:ƒ0CZzgz{LW�yÃŠÚÆ‡.Þ:ƒDX@ëËwÆHÐÂW‚y»x:åÔ

¸¨ËwÆZWÐ́îg6@§]WiZŠ:ƒn@ëZk![~Ž»x!7Bz{²°Ôg~Ôn~Ô™T

Zzgæ‰ÄZÅŠ„�~»Ì³¶X¸¨Æ¹Ð�gZÃgËw»l/¥xƒD�Zzg7}Zzg

YŠz»�ÛtZyZÃgÆ_¬ÐzZãƒ™‚tW@ìX

ª]Zzg&òGŠ»£xìžñÑ*(Æ¼Æ*Š+ä÷iZ¸¨ÅZ’ZðŠzgÅ·ÍðÃËwÆ

â»³YV™1žËwÆÜsZ(J:~í™Šg™Šc:

LÃgÏ�á²~Ëw‰ÄZä—hg¿¶X¸¨ä:ÜsZkÅZ&bÅÉ�á²~»

Z0Zi!Ç$wŠcXZ’Z~ËwÅcz~ÅzzÐz{ÌßgZ367ŠåXó)21(

ZkÐÌicŠ{ª]Å!]tìž§¯ËwÐÅg~ZZsÆẐKWy~/~¸¨÷iZËw»
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eX24z¿6ZyÅZÜ¹�á²~~Aizgìz{Ì/ÒpèªzSgzòzZDwÐËîg²7ìX

¸¨Æ;VÌZ*ÔpŠŠZg~ÔWiZŠÏZzgfztzØtÆp}Å¶7Ôp/wèù¦Zy»0tËwÅ¦:

�á²~Æ£«~�ÛzFìXËwÆ£«~¸¨Æ;V§›„~»K¹¸¨ìXz{}

gYáÆcZ`6WD�ÔÂL¦rÆ0@w~¤}ƒñXz{“Š.ï
E

GLZãÆ2sÂ�p

Zã¼kÆZxÆ0icŠ{6Zy¥x7ƒDXZrVäZÒz~øz&öLYzhÅ!]ÅìZzg

§‹ŠE~ÆgôzgZsÃ„quÿLzŽŠY*ìXOçZyÅ�á²~~Zk—
!Š+

÷LZzgWŠgl»hZyW@

ìTÐ¦½ZsòÐizZÕÆ!¯ËwÅ�á²~¢Š3ðŠîìX

pZkZ±gÐ¸Ã̈Ëw6ºtqÝìž̧¨äZãi0ÏÅ½ãCÙßg‹qwÃZK�á²~

Zzg!<mçw»ñçq¯cìXZyÅ�á²~~˜VZ3ÿXL¦sz²ÃyÆÑëèZ²‹}ŽZCÙÅ¶7ì

Ôz;VŠŠZgzVÅÌsƒðpZ¼VÔpsZzg‹]Å¦kÉìXGèÇÆ‚B“iþ
I
LWi~ÆgùV

ÅKVÌñŽŠìÔŽCÙfztZzgËÆ‡g~ÆaZíZ—TZzg
$h»4è
G

GELfzt»‚ây�ÛZë™CìX

¸¨Å�á²~~§]z»Ñ]ÆÑ®ZŠ)b6�}¦:ìÑ]ñŽŠ�X

ËwZzg¸¨ŠzâVZŠ!ŠÅ*$œî EE0gziÇgÇ�p/$Žç
EE

L¸]ŠÚÐ¥xƒÇžËwÅLe

¸¨Ð(|™ìX´)ZDwÅgZñÆ_.Ëw»f‚èg‚ŠÆx®+ÆZŠgZu»Zq©K

ƒñìZzgZyÆ„~Zzgz]ZãŠ!]Ð¦g@ƒZ¥xƒ@ìX)32(

ËwZzg¸¨ÆZk».ÞÆˆZ[ëËwZzgZDwÅ„~z/xŒV»Y^{f�XZoZ0Zi

Ðt¹YYìž˜Vi!yZzgZ|[ÆZ±gÐ¸¨ZzgËwÆŠgxyŒÛx¹ñŽŠìÔz;V„z

�ÆÒpÐËwÅx¹¸¨ÅÚZDwÐicŠ{ìXZDwäZK�á²~~æEÅgzbÃ

‡ìgpÆaËwZzg¸¨ŠzâVÐZ.Š{HìXÀògDyZyÐVÄZ»¼-VìžËwZŠ[

'Zñi0ÏZzgZŠ['ZñZŠ[ŠzâVÃZC°ŠYÔ̧Z%Ñe»KZyÅ�á²~~¸¨W@ìX

¸¨Æ;Vi0ÏZzg¡Òiªî
EE0i0Ï»Òy½7gZ0ZiÐƒZìp�á²»ZCWŠgl®'Zñ®¥xƒ@ìX

032



ZžZDwÅ�á²~»°Šz£[¡ZLŠgkz�Ä§]ÅFìÔZzg�á²~¡Zqfg$œî G0ZšrÆ

îg6ZEwƒðìX

ËwÆ�Ä§]»Àò#¥¬
Å
êLZZzgSà#¥Z3ÿXLZsx�ÔZžZDw»�xFZ!ïGL

ZsðÆaºmìÔaZk~ÀòÁÜÌŠgCîg6ñŽŠ�ZkaZk�xÆ‰UZ3ÿXL¬Ý

ÆaÀòŠp»!Ì̄0M�XëY�žZDwäñÑ*gzòÃZCcz%”ây1åZzgz{gzòÅ

)æzoÇ6ÌizgŠï¸XZk»:tìžZDwÃZL¡Òiªî
EE0pŠ~Zzg¦§4z¿ÆZm]Æa

gzòÆ;VƒÐicŠ{ñZŠŠø[ƒZìXpZDwZ0è²!ÆZWz@|ÆZ‹ZsÆ!zŽŠZL¡Òiªî
EE0

pŠ~ÅúÆfs~Z#èEEL²!ÆoÒzu]ZßŽŠÅ”]Ð#¿™D�X)42(ZkÆ'@

ËwZzg¸¨ŠzâV6zu]ZßŽŠ~�X¸¨Åzu]ZßŽŠeÂ¡dŠpÅqìZžËw

äZÐZL„z,ZzggzqÅãŠ¯cìX

aËwäZL¦§“Š.ï
E

GLWŠxÃoÒzu]ZßŽŠÅãŠ6„Z2ZgHìZzgZyÆ¡Òiªî
EE0pŠ~»‚gZ

PZyÆoÒ“Š.ï
E

GLZãÐ»gƒZìÔZk!¯…ËwZzgZDwÆŠgxyZq„~è]]»‚Zˆk

ƒ@ìXp“Š.ï
E

GLWŠx»¦gŠzâVœÄZÆ;VZk”zæÆ‚B7ƒZìžZDwZk„ÆÒy~

ÓxÄZñætzf[ÅÚËwÐŒÛdF�X

ZDwËwÅ“Š.ï
E

GL®ZzgZyÆ¡Òiªî
EE0§]Æ2sZzgñh¢zg�pz{ËwÃ:Âzàè»ïB

�Zzg:ZyÆ�ÃCÙÍZzgÐÞZìw™D�X{mîg6zu]ZßŽŠÆ![~z{ËwÐ

Ì”hZ%sgn�ZzgÝÑ‹3Æo}Ãz{ZkZyââeÅ̈ZzgÌI~Å̂ŒÛZgŠï

�X

ë¢Ð7ÈMž̧¨ZzgZDwäËw»_·¾zÝZzg�ZðÐHX¸¨äËwÆ

Š-Zy»_·ÂGjgsó„ÐHƒÇÔZk»o]ZyÅZ’ZðZgŠz�á²~6ËwÅçwÆ�}ZWZ]

Ð„�ÛZëƒ@ìÔ2¸¨äËwÅš-V»Ì_·HìX&B3ûGLZWZzgî§cÄ»ZkK~f™ƒ

[ìX˜VJZDw»mìÔZyÆ0kÌËw»MDÙZgZÃg6ŒŠ-ZyñŽŠåÔT»:Üs

ZrVä!ÑK[_·HåÉ‚B‚BZrVäËwÆn{Zzg¦h{ZÃgÃºt»½Z]6âÌ̂™1

åXZDwäº[-Eg;Æ!Z}ÆÃgÏ[Æaï‹ËwÐZqZN[Ì%AHåX)52(

TÐ¥xƒ@ìžËwÅŠ£?ÌZyÅŠ,k~g„ƒVÏXËw»¦§“Š.ï
E

GLWŠxZzg›pŠ~

ç1]Zzgg!È]ÅÚZyÅš-VÔFâÈÔFIÈZzgZq�{ñÎx/æZ—¡]~icŠ{Ñbz$iû E

132



Æ‚B7ƒZìX&B3ûGLZW»‚¹*)ZDwÆ‚¹*)Ð/ÒpèZ|[zpSà̃tg‚ìÔZka

Bedil in áV¦g@ìžËwÅšcVÌZDwÆi%æGLg„ƒVÏXZDwä¡¾æ
E
LËw6Zq„o*y

Æ*xÐHìÔT~ËwZzg'}VÆ¦§iâVÆŠgxy_“ˆl light of Burguson 

™äÅÃÒÅ̂ìX

~ËwÃyZ•o]7™Dƒñ˜�ž¾ stray reflections ZDwZKZôm~"

§bf!ZŠ[z,ÐZW5k~Æ!zŽŠËwZzg¸¨äZyÅ�á²~Zzg„z�~æEÅgzbÃi0{

g3ìX)62(

¦hZÒæägziÇ§M¢2m75Ô85ÆjZáÐ–ìž́)%jxäLNŠ-ZÈËwóÃZKË
&.5Ò¹é G]~Ñg™DƒñZL™ZŠ}YzhZDwÃ�gcŠÇgSîHåX)72(

“ª]èZDw~¼Š£â]6Ëw»E™{0cY@ìXZDwËwÅÑÆZkŠg2s¸ž

Z7ŠÆeg!íWF+d†]~Ñg™D¸XOçZq!g6zWÐ²Ð']45ÿEGLE™{�Ûâc:

LŠ~egWŠòZ,�žŽ¿Zy~ÐËZqÆX~¤ëgƒY@ìÔÂÐg;ð0@ìZzgz{�:

Z#èEEL²!ÔöZegtÔËwZzg¬ó)82(

ZDw¸„à‹ËwÅZ�á®ÆÌøÔ̧OçZrVä'gZz̈6�áŠÃà‹Ëw%A™äÅ

?mÌŠ~¶X)92(

6zWqZ£{VËwÐZDwÅZW5k~ÆK~ZqŠNZÏs™D�ž́)ä_Åœî0

ËwÆZcx~ZyÆ¯xÐIh{ZÃg»ZN[�Ûâcåpz{»½Z]SŠOQŠOƒ‰X)03(

eZË·gcnäZDwÅËwÙÏZzgËwŠz4ÆK~–ìžZrVäIÍZ̀âZ!ÆZq

Ãå�á²Ýx@�á™œjÃ_Åœî0i!yÃgÏZzģ‹Òy~Šg]zzÝÆ”wÅ{§_Åœî0Ëw»
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Å+)é]ÐYV:ƒŠxƒÔp˜V!]Z0Z²!ÆoÒzu]ZßŽŠÐaZƒä

zZá¡Òiªî
EE0ÝÑ]ÅWCìÔTÐËw5�Ôz;VZDwZqŠxËwÆ#³0YD�ZzgZyÆ

ŒÛZgŠï�XZyÆ4Šq,ÝÑ]âgèÇÆŠ®ÑYäc Manichaenism ¦sÃââe

@gqƒYä»*xìX

332



God in ZDwtÌ�ÛâD�žËwÆìw~}Zw±ïGL§]Ð
!gBú
IE

ìZzgZ[°Z²ây

ìªZ(}ZTÅZq@gõìZzgT»Zqzg5kƒ[ìZzgZkÅfZ]~ñŽŠìZzg time

‰Å,CÙ9ðƒg„ìXZkŠúò»:Ì¸¥xƒ@ìžt'}VZzgZyÆZL„Æ

_.ìX

ZDwÆ›pŠ~Å=ôzÂ±~ÂZDwÙÎVäÑbz$iû EÐÂÁZzgp}"K�Ô

ZžËwÆ;V“Š.ï
E

GLZãÆp}ÅzÝZDwÐicŠ{ìZzgpŠ~»tÌ½ãZÏŠg”zæ

Æ‚B7HŠìXËwÆ›pŠ~~ŠzðÅRö7ÔªËw}ZZzgpŠ~ÅŠzðÃÂ85åGLÇÆ

o°B�Zzg¸zu]ZßŽŠÅÇgzbìXZkÒpÐZëZDwÆ›pŠ~»Y^{f�Âz;V

}ZZzgpŠ~ÅŠzð»�áƒ@ìÔYZDwÃ}ZÅpŠ~Æ£«~ZyÅpŠ~»Z4wIìX

Šzu~§sZDwÅ§bËw»Ììwìž»Ñ]ÅÑözŠzÚgz—ZãÆÑözŠZk*]Ã'zñ»g

Ñä»za�Ô@žZyÅ]—&6V»ZÖgƒZzgZg»0™z{pŠÃñŽŠZ]ÅRÐZV™ZkZg«£x

JàñÔŽŠg]äZkÅg‚ð~g3ìX

Gz†VÆ*yÐËwZzgZDwŠzâVÃ‘ìZzgtZy®�á²zVÆ›pŠ~Zzg¦§4z

¿ZzgZg»ÅF)ã™@ìXZDwÂ=Æ£«~Gz†VÅZkŠg×e™D�ž}}Zy6

yŠŠ#»!ëáy¦gä4ìXËw=ÆæZb�pZg»ñ§]ÆaGz†VÅZÌ6izg

Šï�Xi0ÏGz†VÆ.Þ1D6„WÐÅ§s–½CìÔZž=ÂÎŠzicVÆZ0ZizV

ÐpŠÃWiZŠ7™0CXËw:Üs=Æ‚B†VÃÑi%î0§]B�Éz{Â†VÃ“¨ÿ
G
Lg‚Æ.Þ

1D6qÝƒäzZà!Š�á„6ÌFßŠï�:

!O¾wZ0ÅŠ-ZžplZ„

�xž=À”{Z~!†VIl

0Š�áS/†y¦ôŠŠËw

@`�0Z¤W&Ïî E00.

ZDwZzwZ™̄ÄÆ|xÃ-VÒy™D�:

ÑixìŠwÆ‚Bgì0òÈ=

pLLQÐËÌghŠ}

ËwÆ;VpŠ~ZzgpŠŠZg~ÑixzFzx›ë�XZyÆ4ŠqpŠŠZg~LzŠgz7»¾ìXz{ë

432



�:

WyiL'uŠiŠ*0

û/Y{‡iŠzâiŠ*0

ZzgZDwZLZ0Zi~ë�:

%Z§&Z÷~7M~ì

pŠ~:Ö¾~*xaZ™

ZDwt¦sÆ#³�Zzg¢«ç
EG
L{„Ãi0Ï¤mgztB�:

ò™{ƒVÐZŠZ™g
\

êLY~

ž¢«ç
EG
L{„ì�Z0z{zŠy~

ËwÌZk¢«ç
EG
L{„Æ#³�T»°Š¡F¿W[z*VìXz{Ìt¦sÅ-Vè#Ö™D�:

Šg'×Z`»Zg~ðkò6zgŠ

¸#y*x‰àgZ¦s™Š{Z0

Ëw»¡Òiªî
EE0¤‰Üz̧]ÌZDwÐ̃tg‚ìXZyœÄZÆ¯x~Ž̧]Å°pZzgfÅ

è#ÖÅˆìz{ŠgZÝŒÛWyè™*ÅgzbÆ_.ìXZDw�ÛâD�:

¼kÆ‡è»t:òìZiwÐ

ì`ÄfÅwZ%À¢Y]

ËwÌfÃ�Ûz¼ÕzZëZŠ»fg=ŒÛZgŠï�:

!iZgÕ¤̂Zi]~zy

W>/³xZDwŠZgŠÎyi8g£é
E

ØtÔÔÔ[ZzgÎizŠËwÔ¸¨ZzgZDwÐV»Ih{ñçqgì�XZÏp!Å¯6„ZDw

ËwÆ¦sÃwÅ¦sŒÛZgŠï�ÔY¸_/w•z¿Zzg4z˜ŠÅZ‚kìXËwë�:

Z~ÔŠgzÝî
!h½è
IE½g[

W
$g

ê
GI

¤i0{rZSi0Ay%Z

ZDwÂ¯‹ÔÆZkŠg‡b�ž�ÛZtÃÌzÝ6FßŠï�:

¬
Å

êLÎiz‚i~zÝÐ(|Æì�ÛZt

ó~¯‹ÔÔzÝ~%ÀWgiz

532



i0Ïw±ïGLÚÐ„g]ìZzgtZg»ñpŠ~»Ñi)ìX¡Òiªî
EE0w•Å=ôÆaËwZzgZDw

ŠzâVÅœu´#ÖLñ`óìXËwë�:

ñ`ŠgcgZƒ45å FGyg³Hi0µ4iï
Y

GG

�ZzgZ/!WgZòZ„WgZ&£é

ZDw�ÛâD�:

ñšžWÎŠÏâ°xâ„

âi0{ZiZžWgZx$*

Ëw»L%Šó„ZDw»%›ñðìXËwÆ4Šq%Š»˜VZzgìZzg%Šx»˜VZzg:

9£å E%ŠZyŠZ„z[%ŠxŠZ„

Å.œî0pgæŠ@[ZÜŠZ„

Ëwi0ÏÃ9<å EXLÚB�Ôz{2wÆ7^«ç
E
LÚÆ‡b�:

ŠgÔ!h*“ZiO7Wh/7

¤—*îu2w°Š!”YŠ{Z„

ZzgZDwë�:

CÙZu£xÐWÐ£xì¾Z

§]fz¾^ÆÎZ¼Zzg7

ËwÆ4Šqi0Ï~Zd£œ»”w9<å EXLJÆ%e7XZDwä¹åLî�ƒ*Óx

pÈ®Æ%óÔËwÌZÏpÈ®Å!]™D�:

!py”yuZrŠªJÂZ„

Zùgò&½k0î EYIG/f&g‡

 (survival of Æ‡b�Zzg’ñZ* (struggle for existence) ËwZzgZDwŠzâVÚiqG

6¢gn�XŽZ�ÛZŠc¸~4z¿Ð¬g~ƒC�Ôz{$Ö™g{YC�XZDw»tÂ the fittest)

ÈVìÔËw�ÛâD�:

Šg+g{ØŠ0ZwjZŠ_

aîŠxOžpZË{!”

ËwZzgZDwŠzâVÆ4Šq
$g>.ç
GE

GL»Ñ]ÆazZu!íW̧]̧‹GìXËwë�:

632



Šz¬ÝòÂZyZiqó{¤xï™Šy

…7~ÑgãYŠ{òpZ̃å:�Û_

Z[ZDw»ÄŠ&
ÀŸ/õ GG:

GÅZu–„ä™ŠcrÓx

Zki}zW�VÃ"™ZVŒå~

Ëw�ÛrïGL¿ÅZÌ6izgŠïƒñë�:

ð&Í*icyÁc/„ÎŠ!l

Z~i�Û›!¸ŠgOp!ÙizŠ!l

ZDwZÏ*yÃ-VZŠZ™D�:

¤ÄjVìk̀ÔZJžŠ‡š

zZñz{gCÙzžì$43Žç
EGE

LgZ³

JÃÙZzgçé4z¿Æ‚BÑixzFzx�XËwZzgZDwŠzâV„äZK�á²~~]z4Ô

JÃÙZzgçéÅ°pzÂ�ÅìZzgGZzq»ÑsËwÃqÝìÔŽë�:

%ŠZyi§ñZcx*]45å
IGE

ð2'Z+Ã{
&Ò5Àê FE

Y
ž'W*

ZzgZDw-VìwªCÙ™D�:

AÇ2Á°Š»ZÏÃlZr

Z0ƒ~‘~ìéÅWT»lZr

tÂËwÆ¡P¦h{ZÃg�X»ëäZDwÐ¡Òiªî
EE0pŠ~Zzg¦§4z¿Æ![~».Þ7

HìXZ¤ËwZzgZDwÆà]Ðp$4èGELpŠ~z“Š.ï
E

GLZã»»©_·HYñÂz{Zq?£á»

ñçq0YìX

¸¨Æ'@ËwÐZDwÅZW5k~Óx/‡ìg„ÔÉZrVä_Åœî0ËwÅ§sZ3ÿXLZŠ[ÅÂz

ZKWy~/~icŠ{ŠÑðìX@ë¸¨Æ£«~ËwÅ'F~Æ‡bƒäÆ!zŽŠÑèËwÆ

Z‹Zs~ZDwäÌ5èÐ»x71ìXZDwäËwÃL%]åIL»ïóÂÈŠcpLËwóÆÄZyÐ

ZyÅZgŠz�á²~~ÜsZq¿ñŽŠìZzgZk~Ì¡¾æ
E

LËwÆ¡Zqb»f™ìÔËwÅ,

732



Zzg®Å°pzÂ�7XŠzu~§s¸¨Å,z„z®ÆZ‹Zs~!&ëEYLŠgZ~7g~ÉeZà

ìÔT~ZDwä¸Ã̈Í,»$45ÿ
I

GŒÛZgŠcìXYzh*)~ZDwä˜VŠñDzZŠ[Å¹Ï
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