DARYAFT: ISSN (E): 2616-6038, ISSN (P): 1814-2885
Volume 15, Issue 02,(Dec 2023): DOI #https://doi.org/10.52015/daryaft.v15i02.371

(9L
u@’df(jb/}fgw/l,gﬁ’ul%

Lo 68
;@T(U/l:&’/z’gu(ﬂfiﬂ.flfﬁ:/l/fs/?&i”'

Ff‘ﬁ 1B RV /” el

Dr.Mujahid Abbas
Lecturer Urdu, University of Jhang
Dr. Kamran Abbas Kazmi
Assistant Professor Urdu, 11U, Islamabad
Theoretical Foundations of Cultural Materialism and

Understanding of Literary Text

ABSTRACT
Cultural Materialism theory is proposed by an American Anthropologist Marvin
Harris. This theory has a scientific strategy to find the facts about human cultures.
This theory suggests that in every sociocultural system, three major parts,
infrastructure, structure, and superstructure, interact with each other. Infrastructure
refers to material resources of the culture that man established to get energy and
food from his physical environment. Structure refers to the laws and procedures of
social institutions which regulate the distribution of food and power among the
members of the society. Superstructure refers to the soft images of society like art,
music, language, literature, and behaviors of individuals in a social setup. This
theory provides a comprehensive analysis pattern of any literary text by finding the
infrastructure in the base of structure and superstructure. In this article, it is tried
to formulate theoretical bases and practical dimensions of cultural materialism.
Keywords: cultural materialism, Infrastructure, sociocultural, physical
environment, comprehensive.
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“Man is animal. His first and great need is food. Control over
habitat in general and food supply in particular is affected by
means of tools (of all kinds, weapon included). Through
invention and discovery the technological means of control are
extended and improved. Social evolution follows upon
technological evolution.” W
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“As I have said in previous sections, infrastructure, structure and

superstructure constitute a sociocultural system. A change in any

one of the system’s components usually leads to a change in the

others. In this regard, cultural materialism is compatible with all

those varieties of functionalism employing an organismic

analogy to convey an appreciation of the interdependencies

among the “cells” and “organs” of the social “body”.
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“The mode of production in material life determines the general

character of the social, political and spiritual processes of life. It

is not the consciousness of men that determines their existence,

but on the contrary, their social existence determines their

consciousness ... However in the context of modern

anthropological research, the epistemological ambiguities

inherent in the phrase “the mode of production”, the neglect of

“the mode of the reproduction” and failure to distinguish emic

from etic and behavioral from mental impose the need for

reformulation. #(5)
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“In short this power is exercised rather than possessed, it is not
the privilege, acquired or preserved, of the dominant class, but the
overall effect ofits strategic positions—an effect that is manifested
and sometimes extended by the positions of those who are
dominated.”
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