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ABSTRACT Manto is a distinguished name of Urdu fiction. Due to individuality
of the themes, his short stories are popular not only among Urdu readers but they have
also gained popularity at the international level too. The one reason of this international
popularity is that his short stories are translated into English. This is the fact that an English
translation of a piece of literature increases its international readership, but it is also
important to keep in min d that the translated text is never the same as the original. During
the translation, some of the beauty of stylistics remains in the text. It often happens that
the culture of the source text is different from the culture of the target text and hence the
languages used in the two texts are also different. These differences often prevent some
particulars of the source text from imparting into the translation. Translation experts have
introduced various strategies to reduce this discrepancy between text and translation and
to maintain a balance between text and translation. One of the well-known strategies
proposed by the American translation expert Lawrence Venuti is known as “domestication
and foreignization”. This paper examines two English translations of Manto's short stories
"Mummy" in the light of the strategies proposed by Lawrence Venuti. The reason for the
selection of the topic is that there is no existing research whether Manto’s fiction is
translated accordingly or not. Comparative Research method is used to analyze the gap
between source text and translated text. The findings of the study will be analyzed through
the lens of Venuti’s translation theories in the conclusion.
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(E. A. Nida)

" For truly successful translation, biculturalism is even more
important than bilingualism, since words only have meanings in
terms of the cultures in which they function" )

(Lawrence Venuti)

" Domestication and Foreignization are two concepts that have
been widely adopted in discussions on translations,the obvious
reason being that they can be applied to many of the traditional
and fundamental ways of conceiving the essential aspect of
translation the relationship between source and target text, the

translator's choices,reader response and conflicting cultures" ) (

"Domestication is defined in translation studies as a translation
strategy in which a transparent, fluent style is adopted in order
to minimize the strangeness of the foreign text for the target

language reade" )

Omission
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Neutralization
Cultural
Substitution

Borrowing Global Text

"Foreignization is a source-culture-oriented translation which
strives to translate the source language and culture into the target

one in order to keep a kind of exotic flavor"()

Borrowing
Literal Translation

Gloss

Saadat Hasan Manto Selected Stories

Saadat Hassan Manto Bombay Stories

) (n
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"Her name was Mrs. Stela Jackson, but everyone called her
Mummy. She was a middle-aged woman of average height. Her
husband Jackson had got killed in the First World War. For the last

ten years Stela was getting his pension"()

"Her name was Mrs. Stella Jackson but everyone called her
Mummy. She was middle-aged and of average height. Her
husband had been killed in the First World War, and she had been

n()

getting his pension for about ten years

for about
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"It was Chaddha. With him sat an aging European woman. My
first reaction was that the man must have lost all aesthetic sense
to be in the company of an old hag like her. | could not guess her
age but her wrinkles were clearly visible under the very coat of
rouge and powder she had on her face. The make-up was gaudy

and offensive"( )

"I was startled. It was Chaddah and a haggard white woman sitti
ng thigh to thigh. My first reaction was one of great
disappointment. What was Chaddah thinking? Why was he sitting
next to such a trashy old hag? I couldn't guess her exact age, but
her gaudy layers of powder and rouge couldn't cover up her

wrinkles. All in all, it was a depressing sight"( )

European mam " "

cultural substitution thigh to thigh

trashy
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"I was fully conscious that a woman who is a wife would feel out
of place and unhappy in such bad surroundings. Therefore |
awaited Chaddha's arrival so that we may move over to our friend
in wife and children"( !

"I knew my wife was sure to feel uncomfortable in that drab
setting, but | imagined that once Chaddah came, we would all go
to Parbh at Nagar to my old film buddy's and then my wife, poor
thing, could spend two or three days there with his wife

and children"( )

out of place

cultural substitution

poor thing
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"My wife sat in one of the two arm-chairs in the room" ) (

"On the other side of the room were two easy chairs, and my wife

n()

ww was sitting in one and fidgeting

) (ll ’ ’

"Likes should be with likes n()

"Wives prefer their own company. When we come back, we'll see

how you two ladies got anng"( )

cultural substitution
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"Gareeb Nawaz... His profession was to write stories in a literary
ww style. Sometimes he even wrote poetry. Everyone in the
cottage owed him money. Shakeel and Aqeel were two brothers.
Both were Assistants to some Assistant Director. Both used to

keep busy doing nothing" )

"Gareeb Nawaz ....He wrote romances for the film company ,and
sometimes he tried his hand at poetry. Everyone who lived in the
Cottage had an outstanding debt with him .There were also the
bro thers, Shakil and Aqgil. Both were assistants to some assistant

()

dir ector and always wrapped up in impossible scheme
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"You have brought Bhabi unnecessarily here." Then by way of
consoling himself he added, "But there she may not be bored. |
said, "Staying there she will not be able to make plans for my

()

murder." And | poured more rum into my glass

"Hey, you shouldn't have dragged Bhabhi here. | swear, it's a big
responsibility! But then he comforted himself. | don't think she'll
get bored where we left her. "Yes, | answered, 'she's okay over
there. For the time being she'll forget about wanting to kill me.
Then | poured some rum into my glass even though the stuff

II( )

tasted like rotten molasses

dragged
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"I have really become sentimental friend... yes... that
colour... it is really heavenly. Have you even seen the colour on
the belly of fish.... it is all over them... pomfret fish... what are its
those things called no no... those little things of snakes which in
Urdu they call 'khapday'... such beautiful things and such an ugly
name for them....in Panjabi we call them 'chaane'.... what
perkishness in this word... the same sort that her hair have...
tresses looking like small dangling snakes... ". He got up. "To hell

w( )

with small dangling snakes... | have become sentimenta

"Man, | have really become emotional! Yes that colour-l swear
to God it's unprecedented. Have you seen it? You'll find it on a
fish's stomach-no, no, not just their stomachs on pomfret fish-
what are those things on fish called? No, no on snakes. on their
delicate scales yes, scales just that colour - scales - | learned that
word from a fisherman. It's such a beautiful thing and yet such
an absurd word! In Punjabi we call it chane'- shining-yes, tha t-
it's exactly how her hair is. Her hair is so beautiful, it could kill
you!' Then he suddenly got up. 'Fuck all this! Man, I've got all

emotional" ¢

heavenly
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" o scales noom
) (ll
"Venkutre's confidence was his music will sway her in his
favour"( )

"Vankatre was sure his singing would be enough to win her". ) (

was

will

) (w

"To hell with this girl.... Let's go... Your wife must be a ball of fire
by now... But the trouble is that | am not sure that | will not
become sentimental there also... Anyhow you take care of

that"( )

"To hell with this girl! Let's go, your wife's probably geting upset
over there. The only problem is I might get sentimental there too.

Well, look after me, will you?" )

cultural substitution

| am not sure
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"My wife could not fathom the clever move of my friends"( )

a( )

"My naive wife was caught in the trap

fathom
fathom
) (o
"Mummy was in the kitchen at that time frying potato—chips"( )
w( )

"Mummy went into the kitchen to fry some potato chips
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"Mummy called me aside and told me that he had plague.
Hearing this | lost my nerve"( )
"Mummy drew me aside and said that he was very sick with the

plague. When | heard this, | nearly fainted"( )
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"I looked at Chaddha. Tears were floating in his eyes like many

corpses of recently crucified"( )
"I noticed tears in Chaddah's eyes. They floated there like
X

corpses on water"

water recently
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