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ABSTRACT: This paper presents a comparative study of Allama
Muhammad Igbal’s and Dr. Israr Ahmed’s concepts of Khilafa
(Caliphate), examining their intellectual, philosophical, and
theological perspectives on Islamic political authority. Igbal, an
early twentieth-century poet-philosopher, envisioned Khilafa as a
spiritual and socio-political ideal grounded in Qur’anic principles
and the collective will of the Muslim ummah. For him, it
represented moral sovereignty under divine authority while
rejecting autocracy and secular nationalism. In contrast, Dr. Israr
Ahmed, a late twentieth-century revivalist thinker, emphasized
the practical re-establishment of Khilafa as a religious obligation,
advocating a Qur'an-centered movement aimed at political and
social transformation. This study does not seek a nostalgic return
to the past but rather integrates Islamic intellectual tradition with
constructive modern thought to address contemporary
challenges. Despite their differing approaches. Igbal’s being
visionary and philosophical, and Israr Ahmed’s organizational and
prescriptive, both thinkers converge on the belief that Khilafa is
essential for Muslim unity, spiritual renewal, and the realization of
divine sovereignty. The analysis highlights their shared rejection of
Western secular paradigms while contrasting Igbal’s poetic-

philosophical vision with Israr Ahmed’s pragmatic call to action.
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