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ABSTRACT: Urdu literature holds a central place in the intellectual
and cultural history of South Asia, serving as a vital site of colonial
and postcolonial discourse. During colonial rule, it was shaped by
Western modernity, rationalism, and reformist narratives, while
simultaneously engaging with questions of identity, freedom, and
resistance. Postcolonial theorists such as Edward Saeed, Homi
Bhabha, Gayatri Spivak, and Frantz Fanon exposed the cultural and
psychological dimensions of empires. It offers insights that
resonate with Urdu reformists like Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, Shibli
Nomani, Hali, and Deputy Nazir Ahmad, who sought moral and
social renewal. Muhammad Igbal, however, went further by
directly challenging colonial power and transforming anti-colonial
thought into a spiritual and intellectual movement. After
independence, Urdu literature continued to nurture ideals of
selfhood, freedom, and cultural sovereignty, evolving into both an
aesthetic tradition and a record of resistance. This study brings
together the concepts of colonialism, postcolonialism, neo-
colonialism, and decoloniality to clarify their intellectual and
critical significance for understanding Urdu literature within
broader global debates on power, culture, language, memory, and
historical consciousness today identity resistance.
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