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ABSTRACT: Masood Ashar is a significant late twentieth-century
Urdu short story writer whose work reflects emerging intellectual,
cultural, and political consciousness within Urdu literature. His
fiction, shaped by his engagement with journalism, addresses
political oppression, social conflict, class disparity, and the
alienation of modern individuals in rapidly changing societies.
Ashar’s second collection, ‘Khat-e-Sartan’ (1987), comprising
seventeen stories, demonstrates thematic maturity through its
nuanced exploration of individual-society tensions, moral
ambiguity, and political instability. More than a collection of
narratives, the work articulates the intellectual anxieties of its
time through symbolic, restrained, and psychologically layered
storytelling. The later compilation of Ashar’s collections, ‘Aankhon
Par Dono Hath’ and ‘Khat-e-Sartan’, into ‘Kulliyat-e-Afsana (Saare
Fasane)’ provides a cohesive perspective on his evolving creative
vision and the broader socio-political realities shaping his fiction.
This article offers a focused analysis of selected stories: ‘Bichhday
Ka Geet’, ‘Khwab’, and ‘Ek Bohat Purani Kahani’ to examine
narrative structure, thematic continuity, and symbolic strategies
central to Ashar’s literary contribution, within postcolonial Urdu
literary discourse and broader evolving modern sensibilities.
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