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ABSTRACT: This study examines the role of ‘Khatoon’” magazine in
promoting women’s education in colonial India and assesses its
contribution to the educational and social advancement of Muslim
women. Following the socio-political transformations after the
War of Independence of 1857, modern education became a
central concern for Muslim reformers. Despite these efforts,
women’s education continued to face resistance due to
conservative social attitudes, entrenched cultural traditions, and
misconceptions of a religious nature. This research explores
‘Khatoon’ as an influential platform that advocated female
education and challenged prevailing opposition to women’s
intellectual development. Employing a qualitative historical
methodology, the study analyzes editorials, articles, reports, and
educational discussions published in the magazine. The findings
indicate that ‘Khatoon’ emphasized women’s education as
essential for social progress, effective child upbringing, and the
elimination of harmful customs and superstitions. The magazine
supported girls’ schools, boarding facilities, and a comprehensive
curriculum integrating religious instruction, literature, history,
science, health education, domestic management, and vocational
training. The study concludes that ‘Khatoon’ played a pioneering
role in educational reform and the empowerment of women in

colonial India.
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