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ABSTRACT: This study offers an analytical reading of the novel
‘Aab-e-Neel Pe Aawargi’ through Zygmunt Bauman’s concept of
liquid modernity. It examines how contemporary social and
individual experiences are shaped by instability, transience,
fragmented identities, and fragile relationships, as reflected in the
novel's characters, events, and thematic structure. The
houseboat, as a central symbolic space, functions as a temporary
refuge that reflects the impermanence and rootlessness
characteristic of modern life. The research adopts an interpretive
and analytical methodology, focusing on narrative structure,
character development, and key events in relation to Bauman’s
theoretical framework. By applying this contemporary sociological
lens to an Urdu novel, the study highlights new interpretive
possibilities within Urdu literary criticism. The findings indicate a
continuous transformation in human relationships and social
values under the pressures of modernity. The novel reflects the
psychological uncertainty and existential fluidity of contemporary
existence, where stability is increasingly replaced by change and
insecurity. Ultimately, the study demonstrates how literary texts
can effectively represent the complexities of life in a rapidly

shifting social order.
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