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Role of Modern Urdu Ghazal in Reconstruction of Society

There is a deep and perdurable bond between literature and society. Not only

literature is the reflection of society but also it serves as its guiding star. This is

the reason that literature has played a very active role in the development of

many nations of the world. In the Eastern literature, Ghazal has this distinctive

place among the literary genres. Generally, this criticism is leveled against ghazal

that it is just a representation of amorous designs and fictitious narration of

physical charms and it is divorced from any socio-historical context. Also it does

not serve to guide the society towards some practical goal. The criticism is not

justified as Ghazal has always incorporated socio-historical changes in its subject

matter and has played its part in the reconstruction of society. In this article,

along with highlighting the relationship between literature and society, there is

also this attempt to bring the social role of ghazal to the foreground. Especially,

the role played by ghazal in the reconstruction of Pakistani society after partition,

is significant. The barbarism, which the Pakistani society went through during its

martial law periods, has been brought to light by this genre in a very subtle way.

In the article, these facts are discussed with the help of verses from different

poets.
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