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A Study of Effects of Bedil on Ghalib and Iqbal
Mirza Abdul Qadir Bedil Dehlvi (Azimabadi) was one of the greatest thinkers of
the subcontinent and perhaps the most significant poet and prominent literary
figure after Amir Khusro. He saw the grandeur and subsequent downfall of the
great Mughal Empire from the reign of Shah Jahan to that of Muhammad Shah
Rangeela. Although he has expressed his thoughts in the sufi tradition of
Ibn-e-Arabi and Jalal-ud-Din Rumi, Bedil's philosophy seems to encompass the
entire gamut of ancient and modern philosophical thoughts of the Western
philosophers. Bedil's poetry is the zenith of the Indian style of Persian poetry to
which his poetic genius has added a great novelty of form and substance. Bedil's
poetic style and philosophical and mystical thoughts have greatly influenced two
most important figures of Persian and Urdu Poetry, Mirza Asadullah Khan
Ghalib and Allama Muhammad Igbal; both of them being devout admirers of this
great predecessor. In this essay the influence of Bedil on these two great poets
has been critically evaluated. There is a general misconception that Mirza Ghalib
was misled by his temptation to copy the style of Bedil's poetry, which was
generally thought to be difficult and ambiguous. But it is a fact thet both Ghalib
and Igbal have greatly been benefited by Bedil; especially the latter has
reproduced the thoughts of Bedil in compiling his philosophy of ego or self.
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