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Dr Muhammad Kamran

Head department of Urdu, Punjab University Oriental College Lahore.

Implementation of Urdu in Pakistan: Important facts

The 1973 Constitution recognises Urdu as Pakistan's only
national language. It also promises to make it the official
language of the state. Since the adoption of the Constitution,
the process of Urdu's implementation is still far from
complete. In many areas, it has not even started. The fifteen
year time frame given in the constitution has passed almost
thrice but English remains an administrative, economic and
social necessity. The Supreme Court of Pakistan issued its
verdict on September 8, 2015 directing the federal and
provincial governments to make Urdu the official language
within three months. The judges left the ball in the
government's court - implement the Constitution or change it.

Key words: Constitution, Language, Adoption, Implentation,
Official Language.
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"Script is the soul of language. Urdu script, which is the soul of

brevity represents a much larger number of sounds than

English, Persian or Arabic, because Urdu contains all those

sounds which are found in English plus those in Arabic, Persian

and Hindi and Turkish etc. One who knows Urdu can

pronounce words from almost all the semetic and Aryan

languages. Urdu script occupies lesser space than Roman and

Nagri, and is beautiful to look at. After the invention of

machenical devices — in both Naskh and Nastaliq - it has

overcome the difficulties of printing." @
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- Mukhtar Zaman. Urdu A Language with Manifold Capabilities.
Islamabad: National Language Authority, 1985,P. 11
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