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The Tradition of Criticism in Urdu and Shibli
The initial traces of criticism in Urdu literature are found
in reminiscences, preambles, and letters of Ghalib.
However, the tangible tradition of criticism was laid down
by Shibli and Hali, who started off critical discourse in
Urdu through their writings and gave new impetus to this
tradition. Before them, this type of discourses were
initiated by Sir Syed Ahmed through his essays in his
famous journal "Tazeeb-Ul-Akhlag”; and Mohammad
Hussain Azad in his lecture delivered in first meeting of
Anjuman-e-Punjab besides his volume "Aab-e-Hayat."
Molana Altaf Hussain Hali is reckoned as the first
established critic of Urdu and Magadma Sher-o-Shairi is
the first authentic book of criticism in Urdu literature by
him. It is an established fact that Hali had benefited
immensely from Sir Syed to foster his work on criticism.
In Magadma, he criticized the bases and style of Urdu and
Persian poetry and emphasized to follow the conventions
of western thoughts and ideas in this regard. This is the
point where criticism in Urdu branched in two schools of
thoughts. Shibli lambasted the occidental onslaught of
ideas and thoughts and drew the attention of scholars to
the values and vision of oriental perspective.

Key words: Challenged, Influences, Criticism, Shibli, Pioneers,
Tradition, Resorting, Conventions, Occidental, Ideas.
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