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Dr Nasir Abbas Nayyar
Department of Urdu, University of Punjab, Lahore

William Jones:Asia As a Written Language
William Jones, a pioneer in oriental studies, founder of Royal Asiatic
Society, Calcutta in 1784 and the originator of comparative linguistics,
laid the foundations of studying Eastern Classical Languages as a Text.
To him Asia was like a written language which needed to be deciphered.
He used a colonial paradigm in deciphering Eastern Classical Texts. He
presented many ground breaking views and observations in his
Discourses which instigated new movements in linguistic researches
and understanding of the classical texts alike.
The author of the article is of the view that revivalist movements of 19th
century India originate in some or the other way in William Jones's

understanding of India as a Text.
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Indians should be governed by Indian Principles, particularly in relation .
to law." ("1_%Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge:uffufl-:"/t/.)
MG il TG S 16 S L b el b A5

Sir William Jones, Persian, Sanskrit and the Asiatic, ::u"f(@/@l& -0
:ugdywlgléu’[@/? - Ar_fSociaty,

"On the long voyage to Calcutta, Jones thought about language
related and other research and its application to the colonial
situation in a vast geographical expanse that was little known
by the scholarly world."
(A< feSir William Jones, Persian, Sanskrit and the Asiatic Society.)
ey 2 S Kbl (Sir Willian Jones)'/}?ﬁ;/ <
"Human knowledge has been elegantly analysed according to the great
faculties of the mind, memory, reason, and imagination, which we constantly
find employed in arranging and retaining, comparing and distinguishing,
combining and diversifying, the ideas which we receive through our senses, or
acquire by reflection; hence the three main branches of learning are history,
science, and art."
(QJJ‘XMT‘J'JJ/L?‘U/JJ‘(ft'yf';/)Discourses and Miscellaneous Papers «IAt?)
:gwl%&m A
"..... that in some early age they were splended in arts and arms, happy in
government, wise in legislation and eminent in various knowledge."
(rzfDiscourses and Miscellaneous papars)
"They used the colonical situation to help the Indian people and -9
thereby converted part of the evil into a virtue and contribution to knowledge."
(ar /Sir William Jones, Persian, Sanskrit and Asiatic Society )
W1l e
"... We should use those words which comprehend the fruit of all our inquires,
in their most extensive acceptation; including not only the solid convences and
comforts of social life, but its elegances and innocent pleasures, and even the
gratification of natural and laudable curiosity; for, though labour be clearly the

lot of man in this world, yet, in the midst of his most active exertions, he cannot
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but feel the substantial benefit of every liberal amusement which may lull his
passions to rest, and afford him a sort of repose, without the pain of total
inaction, and the real usefulness of every pursuit which many enlarge and
diversify his ideas, without interfering with the principal objects of hid civil
station or economical duties; nor should we wholly exclude even the trivial and
worldly sense of utility, which too many consider as merely synonymous with
lucre, but should reckon among useful objects those practicaland by no means
illiberal arts, which may eventually conduce both to national and to private
emolument.)Discourses and Miscellaneas Papers(l/\-léu‘:(»,d?:

‘@uﬁ(ﬁﬂm})%d/au@"z}lKuwwul“/l:(;lw)lw‘d;ﬂ;‘.y/?ﬂ -l
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or % The Oriental Renaissance« /i i o
|mﬁ/?d/Lﬁuﬂj’z}le{uwf,ul“/l‘d;ﬂ;__y/%f i
‘e ULEIEEE (M. H. Abrams) #L/ -

".... German Critics, especially in 1790's, assimilated a Pandora box of new
terms and concepts. These were in considerable part imported from Kant's
epistemology and aesthetics, but with admixture from Christian theologians, as
well as various rather disreputable specialists in mysticism and the occult.”
(fféu“u?./?ul”/xig}"/ﬁ"/l’:uﬂ:The Mirror and the Lamp<(+196r);1921)

0AThe Oriental Renaissance:— /¥ _lz

European Literature Form Romantiasm ,J:;'” «Fragments «(s1£9A) Lﬂb] -IA
f/\fuf"l:(f@f:u,d:(w}j/"cf/l,,:/)to Postmodernism
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"Sanskrit and Arabic will enable me to do this country more essential service,

than the introduction of art (even if | should be able to introduce them) by

procuring an accurate digest of Hindu and Mohammadan laws, which the

natives hold sacred, and by which both justice and policy require that they
should be governed."

(Aééu‘o"/;i"/l’:pul?:( u’}j@/?é/)The Letters of Sir William Jones«19<+)
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"... | have ever considered languages as the mere instruments of real
learning, and think them improperly confounded with learning, the attainment
of them as, however, indispensably necessary."

(w‘:dil/d?:Discourses and Miscellaneous Papers)

19_%Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge-uff.gﬂl:"/t/. _r
viiu@f%ubuﬂzdvdngﬁ::A History of Sanskrit Literatures 1497 56} 5§ z-c! -1o
FOALAR $7s 35 TeoeIn Theorye 199Kl Y

:‘adug:su’lg-jz N7
"The Sanskrit Language, whatever be its antiquity, is of a wonderful structure;
more perfect than the Greek, more copious than the Latin, and more
exquisitely refined than either; yet in the roots of verbs and in the forms of
grammer, than could possibly have been produced by accident; so strong,
indeed, that no philologer could examine them all three without believing them
to have sprung from some common source, which, perhaps, no longer exists.
There is similar reason, though not quite so forcible, for supposing thus both
the Gothic and the Celtic, though blended with a very different idiom, had the
same origin with the Sanskrit, and the old Persian might be added to the same
family, if this were the place for discussing any question concerning antiquities
of Persian."Discourses and Miscelleanous Papers(*9-rA /)
PO ol e I el B T e 98101 T PTG 2 A
IAau"(u?G;K/;/)ﬂJJ/TuG&QAIGy _r
M %“Culture and Imperialisim 554115, e
I‘L,:JL;JIJIL‘QLUJUIZ}CJJ}"J[:/.: _M
"Significantly, the trees always seemed to be northern European ones, like
oaks and maples, and the British never seemed to think of using the most
typical south Asian tree, the banyan, which grows up, out, and down at the
same time."Colonialism and Its Forms of knowledge(&8 )«
:‘ad/(.]ohn Lyons)f?)uﬁwu:d -rr
------ The traditional family-tree model of language-relatedness does not allow
for any thing other than the continuos divergence of languages from common

ncrestor."«19AILanguage and Linguistics(lﬁlu‘:ub’/xi}j@/:‘{)



