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Linguistic Research in Urdu

While linguistic research has a long history in Pakistan, the
confusion regarding what is linguistic and what is extra-
linguistic has prevailed much of contemporary debate on
Urdu linguistics. Writers like Tariq Rahman, Elena Bashir,
Rauf Parekh are aware of this confusion, and have boldly
articulated their concerns about the backwardness of
linguistics in Pakistan in general and in Urdu in particular.
On the basis of the data extracted from the HEC recognized
Urdu journals, this paper argues that there is a scarcity of
linguistic work in Urdu and most of the available work is
either what has been called extra-linguistic or related to
such branches of linguistics that are not its core areas. This
paper also explores the reason of backwardness of
linguistics in Pakistan, and offers some recommendations to
promote it here.
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"Pakistan is perhaps the most backward country of South Asia in the field of

linguistics." ®
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Once Urdu was not only way ahead of Hindi in the realm of
linguistics but no languages of the subcontinent could match its
linguistic research. For instance, in 1923, Prof Naseeruddin
Hashmi wrote 'Deccan main Urdu,' proving on the basis of
linguistic research that Deccan was Urdu’s birthplace. Then in
1929, Dr. Mohiuddin Qadri Zor wrote a dissertation on Urdu
phonetics. «w
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Scholarship on Urdu .. has been largely devoted to the extra
linguistic historical, political, and ideological issues associated
with it,
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[I have] the reputation of being a linguist but that only reflects

the state of the ignorance of the country.m)
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scholars based outside of South Asia.” m
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1. Regional Report on Pakistan: Indo-European by Tariqg Rehman, incl:

Yearbook of South Asian Languages and Linguistics 1998, ed. by
Rajendra Singh, Sage Publications, London,1998
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