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Writing history of language and literature is a complex, multi disciplinary
phenomenon. It deals with a number of elements which contribute towards the
approach of the historian. One cannot ignore the economic, social, political,
cultural and historical aspects of the subject. It is also influenced by the basic
motives and the ultimate objectives of the historian. Yet another important
factor is the relationship between the historian and the respective nation or
community. Other than the above mentioned feiclors, each historian has his
own personal limitations and advantages which include his position or status in
the respective society, opportunities to have access to primary sources and his
personality traits. Keeping in view all above mentioned factors, an attempt has
been made to study, analyze and evaluate the works and role of some British
Orientalists in writing history of Urdu language and literature including Sir
William Jones, J.B. Gilchrist, G.A. Greirson, T.G., Bailey, Ralph Russel,
D.J.Mathews, and C. Shackle. Two renowned European Orientalists J.H.
Garcin de Tassy, and Anne Mary Schimel, have also been mentioned for their

exceptional role in the history of Urdu Language and Literature.
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