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Allama hMuhammad Igbal, the great poet |, thinker and philosper is
universally acknowledged as the spiritual father of Pakistan. [qbal's
thought and poetry passing through different stages, finally inspirited
with the [owe of the Holly Phrphet (5aW) and the [slamic recognition. His
revolutionary and symbolic ideas resulted into Pan-Islamism. In the first
four decades of the 20th century, through his poetry in Urdu, Persian
and Frose in English, he motivated the youth of the sub-continent and
the Islamic world and provoked in them constructive thinking. He is not
anly the poet of today but also the Poet, Thinker and Philosopher of
tomorrow. In the given article the comparison between some prominent
Muslim scholars of History and Igbal's concept of History is represented.
The similarity and difference about their concept of History has also
heen discussed. Besidess Mareover it is explained that Igbal's concept of
history occupies a prominent place in the evolution of the philosophy of
history .
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Islam does not envisage any change and Transformation in hurman
society merely by economic or physical farces. 1t is a change inthe
inner being of man that crystalizes itself in a change in the external

conditions of history may be rightly called as the moral interpretation of



history for it treats man as a moral being. The external circumstances
affect his life but the deciding factor is his own inner being which can
either lead him to the path of glory by developing God-consciousness
and conforming is activities and behaviour to it or to ruin or destruction
by his abortive effort to overcome his insecurity by his own power to
hide the finiteness of his intelligence by pretensions of omniscience, in
shart his inclination: o install himself as his own Lord.
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"Muhammad [died B32) regarded himself as a successor to a long
series of jewish and Christian prophets, and he made Islam a religion
with @ strong sense of history. The Quran Islam's haly boaok, is full of

warnings derived from the lessons of history" 1%
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"The debt that histary owes to the efforts of Muslim writers is generally
recaognized by Orientalists, but the consciousness of the value and
significance of the Muslim contribution is rare amaong YWestemn
historians., Ewery known sizeable callection of Islamic manuscripts
includes a good porportion of historical works, which in itself is a fair
indication of the importance attached by Muslim scholarship to history.
In conclugion one may say that history has been a favourite discipline
with the Muslims. They brought the highest standards of objectivity
into their writings; they showed great enthusiasm for the discovery of

true facts; they produced awvast literature of considerable merit at a



tirne when even among the civilized people there was not much flair
for historiography; indeed, there were cultures of a highly developed
nature that had not place in their learning for historiography. At such a
tirne the Musllims established standards which have not always been
improved upon in the modern world."1®
Pl e il Futd P eto pub i o furSgndon
S N R IS WY Oy o RI N F T N IR R
;.f/':ﬁ? 110 eIPP £V VERNg PP T JE W1 (R
T e e L b s Badbin 32 bl 30 MU
uT;:‘n.r‘I‘.JJ{Uﬂ.'uﬂ}.:'_t‘ﬂr‘i’l_,ﬁé:-:,l.rhi[‘brlﬁlns-&ﬁ'ﬁucur'-;rk.&J
ek dnlae cJu s dfiadnd Jiputsee Bolzic 5]
e s e T e LT e W7
P PP Y I 3§ VEN N PR PR NI Y IFE ) IFE SO P o)
M ye 303l pegle gl S s g Lo iy beiny o ol e S
H“(u_m:q}r_:ub,__
Sl Lollé st d o Lé:¢ffulf£ Tﬁ;;}ﬁ/ﬁirsl.ﬁ;ﬂr 5" lanbal
o Tl GG B S e 05 s i 0 e Kt o T3
S AL A B L bl K Ll Lt L
e K s Lo ¥ g A0 5 Tl o 27 G (e e T
e B U'-‘”-LFJ'Ud' L!tﬂs;ﬂ!ﬁuuﬁlbf_!n—‘u’f Lf,f_’,.;{fl){@ﬁuﬁﬁ’
prhic s 2fos E/Lﬁslp?’_l,fm{?-!:‘:'/ﬁ;:!.nJufsgifu”nsff—:rfb LK1 =
L,f.'fgﬁslnﬁﬁ'wi‘ﬁdLEHJ.LJ,JE'_,;LGJJL«"_I&JI? bl o
O T A Vg e 1YY Jgufﬁfu;&lﬁ:&gstf{utg-J
PAT E,«f_iﬁﬁ{gq
et o1 bt b T L S
"But the greatest Arab historian and one of the most penetrating
thinkers about historiography in any time or place was undoubted|y
lbn Khaldun. The introduction (al-Muguddimah) to his Kitab al-ibar, a
universal history (begun in 1378, i=, in A.J. Toynbee's judgment been
created by any mind. Ibn Khaldun had absorbed all the learning
accessible to a Muslim of his time. He was a master of religious

learning, an outstanding judge, a writer on logic." ™
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"lbn-e-Miskawaih becomes the first analytic philosopher of history in
the world of Islam, making histroy to be essentially a part of
p=cyhology in the wider sense of the term. Coherently presented,
the salient features of his critical philosophy of history may be
described as under;
First, history is not a plain record of what happened in the past, but
why it happened at all as it did. The job of the historian is to pass
from the outside of the events to their inside, bringing to light the
human ambitions that like behind them. Histary, in other words, is
the study of man, his hopes and aspirations, and, as such, is a
dynamic process as opposed to a body of static events,
secondly, history is a movernent of human purposes only. Mo
spiritual or divine purpose, save human, is fulfilled by the historical
current, and so the accounts of the prophets-their political
achievernents no less than thier superhurnan miracles-fall beyond

the ken aof history.



Thirdly, histary moves, not through a sequence of determined
epochs or phases, but through a dialectical mowement of human
purposes and counter-purposes, so that what happens in one epoch
is a psychological reaction to what happened in the epoch preceding
it.
Fourthly, history i=s never wrong. The maral tone, soical pattern and
political temper of an epoch are necessarily conditioned by the spint
that rules that epoch. The ‘prominence’ which lbn-e-Miskawaih
gives to the history of the Sassanian monarchy thus truly reflects the
flood tirme of the Persian reation against the Arab supremacy ' the
time when the Buwaihid Shite princes were ruling high ‘throughout
the empire of the' Abbasid Caliphate.
Fifthly, history makes us wise. It brings to light certain eternal truths,
brings upon the rise and fall of nations, that may be usefully
employed by the rulers, generals, statesmen, and the general public
alike. This concept of usefulness makes histary to be essentially a
vehicle for the propagation of ideas, opening the way for the
reinterpretation of transmitted facts so as to conform to the ideas the
histarian wishes to propagate."zs
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"“With all the taint of subjectivity, histary is a science, but
lbn-e-Miskawaih apparently considers it to be a concrete science
rather than an abstract one. It is concerned with the precise course
of individual events. It tells us what happened in the past, and in
doing =so also explains why it happened at all, as it did. But the
knowledge of the past is not entirely irrelevant to the future. it does

indeed illuminate us as to the future, and it is this aspect of histarical



knowledge which makes way for generalisations in the concrete
science of histary. The experiences of ane nation may explicitly
serve as examples for the ather, bringing home the irreversible
truths concerning the rise and fall of nations in general. And it is to
these exemplary instances that lbn-e-Miskawaih particularly invites
the attention of the rulers, generals, and the public alike.” 28
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"Few people have heard of lbn-e-Khaldun. Those who have,

howewer, describe him as the greatest historian and philosopher

ever produced by Islam and one of the greatest of all time', and his

chief work- the Mugaddimah- as ' undabtedly the greatest wark of its



kind that has ever yet been produced by any mind in any time or
place’. Such comments have foundation, as in the Mugaddimah we
find one of the earliest systematic explorations of the nature of
history." a4
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"But the greatest Arab histarian and one of the most penetrating
thinkers about historiography in any time or place was undoubtedly
Ibr-e-Khaldun. The introducton( al- Mugaddimah) to his Kitab al ibar,
a universal history (begun in 1375); is in A.J Toynbee's
Judgment(1934); " the greatest work of its kind that has ever yet
been created by any mind." |bn-e-kKhaldun and absorbed all the
learning accessible to a Muslim of his time. He was a master of
religious learning, an outstanding judge, a writer on logic.” 4z
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