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"The price of separétion was high. Saadat Hasan

Manto, one of the most glfted Urdu writers of the

Sub
continent, wrote a four-page masterpiece entitled
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"Toba Tek Singh', set in the lunatic asylum in Lahore at
the time of Partition. When whole citics are being
cthnically cleansed, how can the asylums escape? The

Hindu and Sikh lunatics are told that they will be

transferred to institutions in India. The inmates rebel.

They hug each othclr and weep. They have to be forced
on to the trucks waiting to transport them to India, I
One of them, a Sikh, is so overcome by rage that when
the border is reached, he refuses to ﬁ10've and dies on |
the demarcation line which divides the new Pakistan
from old India. When the real world 'is. overcome by
insanity normality only exists in the asylum. The
lunatics have a better understanding of the crime that

is being perpetrated than the politicians who agreed to
it." (p.10)
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As a cultural movement Islan rejects the old
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static vic“'tn1thp uniVQrse.und reach
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dynamic view. As an €Motionag] t;ysqcms d
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uniﬁcatkn1ilrecognizcslhe Worth of ¢
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individual as such, ,
? nd re‘
Jects

blood-relationship as a basis of human Unity

Blood-relationship is earth-rootedness. The

search for a purely psychological foundation of
human unity becomes possible only with the
perception that all human life is spiritual in its
origin. Such a perception is creative of fresh
loyalties 'wi.thout any ceremonial to keep them
alive, and makes it possible for man to

emancipate himself from the earth."
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