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part .1 The Vedic Deities
Chapter

1. The Vedas

2. The Vedic gods (Generally)
3. Dyaus & Prithivis

4, Aditi & Adityas

5. Agni

6. Sun Or Light Deities
1) Surya
2) Pushan

3) Mitra and Varuna
4) The Asvins
5)I Vshas
7. The Storm Dieties
1)  Indra
Indrani

)

3) Parjania
) Vayu
)

‘The Maruts

9.  Tvastari Or Visva Karma

10. . Yama (12/13)
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oueThe Puranic Deities

Part 2 csesssesert
1. The Purans

9. Brahma

3. Brahma.....Sarasvati

4, Vishnu.......Lakshrni

5. Incarnations Or Avataras of Vishnu

1) The Malsya or Fish Avatara

2) The Kurma Of Tortoise Avatara

3) The \/araha or Bear avatara

4) The Nrisingha or Man....Lion Avatara

5) The Vamna or Dawarf Avatara

g) The Parasurama Avatara
7) The Rama Chandra Avatare
ﬁj The Krishna Avatara
g a) Bala Rama avatara
9) The Budha Avatara
10) The Kalki Avatara

Jagannath

Chaintanya

Kama Deva

6. Siva ...Panchana

7. Uma




9. The Puranic Account of the
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Parvati
Durga
The Chief Forms of Durga
Durga
Dasabhuja
Singha Vahini
Mahishamardini
Jagadd hatri
Kali
Muktakesi
Tara
Chinnamustaka
Jagadgauri
Pratyangira
Annapurna
Ganesajanani
Krishnakrora

The Saktis

8. Sons of Siva & Parvati

1. Ganesa

2. Kartikeya

Creation
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10. The Puranic Division of Time  (15)
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wRadha worshipping Krishna as Kali"
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(19)
L "The root of the word is vid:" to know" hence the
term veda signifies knowledge; and these books were
2:::;::” rfﬂrhcenturies after ‘hey were originally
+ It signifies knowledge that was heard or

ally ¢ ;
Qm'““nlcated- The vedas are not the work of
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person but according to a popular pgy;
lef We
re

single

cated to a number of Rishis or Sajnt
3, who

their turn transmitted them to their diciples Th
1118 seqy

Vyasa is styled the arranger or as we should nq
the editor of these works." (20) " sy,
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2. "The sanhitas of three of th e

have some peculiarity. If a mantar i
intended for loud recitation, it IS called

praise), whence the name Rig Veda: 1.
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containing such praises. If it is prose (ang then it myst

b muttered inaudibility) it is called Yajur (Yaj, sacrifice

literally, the means by which sacrifice is effected)
therefore Yajur-Veda signifies the Veda containing

such Yajus. And if it is metrical and intended for

chanting, it is called Saman[equal], hence SamanVeda
means the Veda containing such samans. The author of
the Mantra, or as the Hindus would say, the inspired
"éear", who received it from the Deity, is termed its
Rishi;" (23)
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"Lakshmi or very commonly Sri, is the wife of
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Vishnu, and under various names appegrs in th
S

relation in his various incarnations. As the [org of the

worlds, the god of the gods, Janarddans descends
amongst mankind in various shapes; so does his
coadjutor Sri. Thus when Hari was born a dwarf. the
son of Aditi, Lakshmi appeared from the lotys as
Padma or Kamala:when he was born as
Rama(Parasurama) of the race of Bhrigu, she was
Dharni; when he was Raghwa(Rama Chandra) she was
Sita; and when he was Krishna, she was Rukmini. In
the other descents of Vishnu she was his associate. If
he takes a celestical form, she appears as Divine: if a
mortal she becomes a mortal too, transforming her own
person agreeably to whatever character it pleases
Vishnu to assume." (25)
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4. When Brahma wished to populate the world, he
created mind-born sons, like himself; viz. Bhrigu
Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, Angiras, Marichi, Daksha, Arti
and Vasishtha: these are the nine Brahmas Brahma
rishis celebrated in Purans. [Vishnu Purans] Originally
seven only were mentioned in theMahabharta; but the
list found in different parts of that epic do not agree with
each other. The seven are supposed to be visible in the
Great bear, as their wives shine in the Pleiades. These
Brahmarishis are also called Prajapatis (lords of
offspring), Brahmaputras (sons of Brahma), and

Brahmanas. (27)
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5. "The three main divisions of time employed in the
Hindu Scriptures are YUGAS, MANVANTARAS and
KALPAS. These will now be described. There are four
Yugas, which together extend to 12,000 'devine years' .

Their respective duration is as follows;

The Krita Yuga = 4,800 divine years
The TretaYuga = 3,600 divine years
The Dvapara Yuga = 2,400 divine years
The Kali Yuga = 1,200 divine years

One year of mortal is equal to one day of the gods. As

360 is taken as the number of days in the year." (29)
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_fl_:u-'r::Iffff'{f—igﬂfﬁﬂ:},_jﬁm??_@g;;__;;i}JL,.,.b',:,g,_;a
(F) sl I T e 1
1. "While the doctrine of Upanisads found a place in
the brahmanic system, there were other teachings
which could not be harmonized with orthodoxy, but
were forested and developed by hetrodox sects. Chief
among the teachers of such doctrines was the man who
" atthe end of the sixth and the beginning of the fifth
century B.C. established a community of yellow robed
followers. was known by them as the Buddha,
enlightened or awakened. Even if judged only by his
posthumous effects on tﬁe warld at large he was
certainly the greatest man to have been born in India.”
: (31)
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2. "“The great and saving knowledge which the
Upanishads claim to impart lies not in the mere
recognition of thed existence 0s Brahman, but in
continual conciousness of it. For Brahman resides in the
human soul .....indeed Eirahman-is the human soul, is
Atman, the Self. When a man realizes this fact fully he
s wholly freed from transmigration. His soul becomes
one with Brahman, and he transcends joy and sorrow,
life and death. In sleep a man's spirit is set free; it
wanders through the universe as a bird or as a god, it
becomes a king or a Brahman. Beyond dreaming is
dreamless sleep, where the soul's experiences are such

that they cannot be expressed; and beyond this again is

Brahman. When he reaches Brahman, man is free

(33)
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