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Dr.Mujahid Abbas
Lecturer Urdu, University of Jhang
Dr. Kamran Abbas Kazmi
Assistant Professor Urdu, 11U, Islamabad
Theoretical Foundations of Cultural Materialism and

Understanding of Literary Text

ABSTRACT
Cultural Materialism theory is proposed by an American Anthropologist Marvin
Harris. This theory has a scientific strategy to find the facts about human cultures.
This theory suggests that in every sociocultural system, three major parts,
infrastructure, structure, and superstructure, interact with each other. Infrastructure
refers to material resources of the culture that man established to get energy and
food from his physical environment. Structure refers to the laws and procedures of
social institutions which regulate the distribution of food and power among the
members of the society. Superstructure refers to the soft images of society like art,
music, language, literature, and behaviors of individuals in a social setup. This
theory provides a comprehensive analysis pattern of any literary text by finding the
infrastructure in the base of structure and superstructure. In this article, it is tried
to formulate theoretical bases and practical dimensions of cultural materialism.
Keywords: cultural materialism, Infrastructure, sociocultural, physical
environment, comprehensive.
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“As I have said in previous sections, infrastructure, structure and

superstructure constitute a sociocultural system. A change in any

one of the system’s components usually leads to a change in the

others. In this regard, cultural materialism is compatible with all

those varieties of functionalism employing an organismic

analogy to convey an appreciation of the interdependencies

among the “cells” and “organs” of the social “body”.
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“The mode of production in material life determines the general

character of the social, political and spiritual processes of life. It

is not the consciousness of men that determines their existence,

but on the contrary, their social existence determines their

consciousness ... However in the context of modern

anthropological research, the epistemological ambiguities

inherent in the phrase “the mode of production”, the neglect of

“the mode of the reproduction” and failure to distinguish emic

from etic and behavioral from mental impose the need for

reformulation. #(5)
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the privilege, acquired or preserved, of the dominant class, but the
overall effect ofits strategic positions—an effect that is manifested
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Dr. Qandeel Bader
Chairperson Urdu Department, SBK women’s University Baluchistan Quetta
Urdu Ghazal’s Initial and practiced forms in Baluchistan

ABSTRACT

In Baluchistan, the inception of Urdu poetry was delayed compared to other major
literary centers of Urdu. There are several important reasons for this, which, along
with the unfamiliarity of this remote region with Urdu as a language, the
unavailability of chronological links from a research point of view bears specific
importance. According to the known facts, the first voice of Urdu poetry was Mulla
Muhammad Hassan Brahui; even after him, this region's poetic journey seems to
have been divided into large time gaps. This paper presents an analytical study of
Urdu Ghazal, which was created in Baluchistan until the establishment of Pakistan.
These initial relics of Urdu Ghazal in Baluchistan are not more than practiced
forms, so they mostly fail to present a high specimen of creativity. However, under
the influence of this poetic capital, this tradition of Urdu Ghazal got strengthened
here in Baluchistan, and afterward, through this route, high and unique features of
Urdu Ghazal appeared here, which can be proudly compared to the overall Urdu
Ghazal.

Keywords: cultural materialism, Infrastructure, sociocultural, physical
environment, comprehensive.
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Dr. Ateeq Anwar
Assistant Professor, Urdu Department, FC College (A Chartered University) Lahore
Major Dr. Irshad Ali
HOD Urdu, Military College Jehlum, Sarai Alamgir, Punjab, Pakistan
Yusuf Hussain’s Role in Critical Interpretations of Urdu

Ghazal

ABSTRACT

Yusuf Hussain was proficient in different languages. His criticism also holds a
prestigious position in Urdu literature. His book "Urdu Ghazal" is regarded as a
complete addition to Urdu criticism. In this book, he has thoroughly reviewed all
aspects of Urdu Ghazal along with a complete analysis. Although the basic reality
of ghazal has not been affected much, there have been equal changes in the style
of Urdu ghazal. He is a supporter of classicism in ghazal and in his opinion, the
main motivational elements of ghazal are passion and imagination, due to which
the heart is filled with joy and excitement. Like other critics and poets, he is also
convinced of love in Urdu ghazal. It has been solved in a critical manner. In his
opinion, creation is not possible without grief, so the colour of Sufism is also
dominant in Urdu Ghazal. His special thing is that he has presented his arguments
and critical ideas in an effective manner without finding flaws in the criticism of
others, that is why he is known as a reliable critic.

Keywords: Yusuf Hussain, Critic, interpretation, Urdu Ghazal
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Semantic Aspects of “Wish” in Igbal’s Thoughts
ABSTRACT

Allama Igbal (1877-1938) is a great poet, philosopher and thinker, he has a special
place in his philosophy and ideas. He has expressed his feelings in poetry and
prose. The life and thoughts of any writer and intellectual are hidden in his desire.
In this research paper, an analytical study of Allama Igbal's thoughts has been
presented with the help of Igbal's poetry, letters and other prose passages. He has
mentioned the creation and fulfillment of desire in his writings. In many places, he
has openly expressed that he has presented ideas about the identity of the Muslim
nation and the life of an individual. Adopting the analytical approach of research,
different concepts of hope have been derived from his thoughts. In the Igbalistic
research, only hope has been seen as less than the meaningful point of view of
national unity on the political scene. Igbal's desire was fulfilled in the form of the
Muslim Unity of Muslims in India.

Keywords: Allama Iqbal, Hope, Youth of Islam, Muslim Unity, Iqbal’s

Vocabulary, 1qbal's Wishes, Fair Government, 1qbal’s Poetry and Prose,
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Pakistani Urdu Short Story and Search for National Identity
ABSTRACT
This study delves into the rich assortments of Pakistani Urdu short stories to
disentangle the aspects that weave the narrative of national identity. By cultural
diversity, historical complexities, and socio-political challenges, Urdu literature
serves as a powerful medium for authors to articulate and question the concept of
national identity. Through a comprehensive analysis of selected short stories, this
research examines how Pakistani writers navigate the nicety of identity, belonging,
and the collective consciousness of a nation. By examining the works of prominent
authors, this research aims to shed light on the various perspectives and
interpretations of what it means to be Pakistani. Themes such as cultural heritage,
religious diversity, political struggles, and individual identity are examined to
understand their roles in shaping the narrative of a national identity.In conclusion,
this research contributes to the broader discourse on national identity. By analyzing
Urdu short stories, the study offers a glimpse into the diverse perspectives that
contribute to the ongoing conversation about what it means to be Pakistani in a
rapidly changing world.

Keywords: urdu fiction, short story, national identity, political,

heritage, challenges, religious diversity
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Desire of Death in Sadiq Hidayat,s selected short stories
ABSTRACT
Sadiq Hidayat is renown Persian writer. He is one of the few Iranian Persian
writers whose many fictions have been translated into Urdu. He introduced
modern techniques in Persian fiction. In some of his stories Sadiq Hidayat
has presented the subject of death from different angles. somewhere in the
human being there is a desire to escape from his problems in the death. This
desire of death can be found in some of his short stories because he also
committed suicide by suffocating poison gas on April 9, 1951 in Paris. This
research article is based on an effort to find different aspects of sadness and
sensitivity in his Urdu translated short stories. He has skillfully made the
individual and collective problems and psychological confusions of people
in his fiction. He also tried to reflect the lives of depressed people and their
emotional downfalls. In his fiction there is a noticeable deep observation of
marital attitudes depression -He has also mentioned the life of animals and
their death. The death, as solution of problems can be seen especially in his
stories. This is an analytical research study, based on Urdu translations of
his fiction. We can observe that death; especially suicide is very favorite
subject of his characters.
Keywords: depression, attraction of death, Persian fiction of Sadiq Hidayat
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"Suicide is the act of intentionally causing one's own death.

Mental disorders (including depression, bipolar disorder ,

schizophrenia, personality disorders, anxiety disorders), physical

disorders (such as chronic fatigue syndrome), and substance

abuse (including alcoholism and the use of and withdrawal from

benzodiazepines) are riskfactors"®
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"Zindagi aik Naraz Matan": A Postmodern Study
ABSTRACT
Shahida Dilawar's novel “Zindagi aik naraz Matan” was published in 2023 by
Akas Publications Lahore, offers a unique exploration of contemporary social
realities through the lens of postmodern literature. The narrative is intricately
woven around three main characters include Anum (Anu), Ali (narrator) and
Sarwar Javed highlighting the nuances of life spent in the complex landscape of
modern offices. This paper delves into the postmodern nature of the novel,
shedding light on the pervasive use of various postmodern techniques. Such as
irony, palyfullness, black humour, faction, like Metafiction, Historiographic
Metafiction, Pastiche, Intertextuality, Paranoia <Temporal Distortion, Maximalism
have been used repeatedly. In this paper, it is tried to understand the novel by
studying these postmodern techniques.
Keywords: Shahida Dilawar, Urdu Novel, zindagi aik naraz matan, postmodern
urdu fiction, techniques, irony, palyfullness black, humour, faction, Metafiction,
Historiographic Metafiction, Pastiche, Paranoia, Intertextuality, Temporal
Distortion, Maximalism
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