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Postmodernism in Turkish Thought: An Examination of its
Characteristics in the Light of Critics
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ABSTRACT In the preparation of this article, the publications of Turkish researchers
and especially the book by Prof. Dr. Yildiz Ecevit were used. Postmodernism, which has
made its mark in almost every field since the mid-20th century, is a significant intellectual
movement. Since its emergence as a literary term and its broader use as a critical concept
in the 1980s and 1990s, it has become a crucial cultural, political, and intellectual force
defining modernity. In literature, postmodernism introduces innovations in style,
technique, and form. Unlike traditional novel structures, which follow a conventional
formula of beginning, rise, and climax, the postmodern novel does not adhere to such a
framework. The progression of the story includes unexpected twists, and the plot structure
allows for flashbacks to past and present events. Postmodernism is regarded as a later
stage that liberates humanity from the modernist project of individual, cultural, social,
economic, and political transformation, which it protests in nearly every domain.
Keywords Modernism, Postmodernism, Metafiction, cultural, Intertextuality.
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Contemporaneity and the Novel: Toward a New Critical Perspective
DR. KAMRAN ABBAS KAZMI

Assistant Professor, Department of Urdu, International Islamic University, Islamabad, Pakistan.
(kamran.abbas@iiu.edu.pk)

ABSTRACT This article presents contemporaneity as a fundamental critical concept
in the critique of the novel. A novel, in its structure, encompasses all aspects of life, such
as social, political, economic, and cultural issues, and through it, highlights human
psychology and collective consciousness. The novelist, by delving deep into history,
politics, and social issues, not only portrays life but also gives it new meaning.
Contemporaneity is a modern perspective in novel criticism, through which the novel is
evaluated in the context of its time and social environment. This makes it easier to
understand the creation of the novel and the critical elements within it. Instead of relying
on theoretical concepts, contemporaneity allows for the examination of the novel within
its natural context, considering details such as characters, environment, and social
influences. In this way, contemporaneity presents the entire process of novel creation in a
new light and paves the way for criticism free from theoretical constraints.

Keywords Contemporaneity, Novel, Criticism, Social environment, History.
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An Analysis of Nasir Abbas Nayyar's Short Stories: Narrative,
Thought, and Thematic Dimensions
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2 pssistant Professor, Department of Urdu, University of Southern Punjab, Multan, Pakistan.
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ABSTRACT Dr. Nasir Abbas Nayyar is a distinguished Urdu fiction writer and critic
whose stories delve into profound intellectual and theoretical discussions. His writings are
not merely confined to storytelling but compel the reader to think critically. His literary
mastery and Thought, Narrative and Thematic Dimensions are vividly reflected in all five
books of his short story collections. His fiction encompasses diverse themes such as
oppression, violence, politics, sociology, culture, colonialism, postcolonialism,
existentialism, class division and psychological conflicts. He skillfully incorporates Punjab’s
folk wisdom, language, and expressions into his stories, creating a deep sense of familiarity
and harmony for the reader. His writings highlight the significance of language and the
power of narrative while establishing an intellectual resistance against authoritarian and
colonial discourses. His fiction reflects social and cultural issues, addressing themes like
identity crisis, loneliness, and emotional turmoil. His works employ intertextuality,
symbolism, metaphors, and abstract language, offering a unique creative experience. His
stories blend aesthetic beauty with intellectual depth, not only engaging the reader but
also prompting reflection on life’s complex questions. Thus, Nasir Abbas Nayyar’s fiction
stands as an exemplary fusion of intellectual stimulation and creative expression in Urdu
literature.

Keywords Narrative, Thematic Dimensions, Colonialism, Postcolonialism, Culture.
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Moulana Hali’s Reformic Thought and Igbal’s Poetry: Analytical
Study

DR. SYEDA TAYYABA RUBAB
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ABSTRACT Moulana Altaf Hussain Hali was a legend literary person. He freed the
Urdu ghazal from old themes and introduced it to the larger scope of the diverse segments
of life. He was a reformer, who pioneered modern literary attitude in Urdu literature. His
poetic vision guided him about the literary revolution in Urdu. He recalled the religious,
political and cultural history of Muslims and compared it to present. He wanted to aware
the Muslims of subcontinent. Being the companion of Sir Syed Hali was diplomatic but
after all he felt the serious and miserable condition of Muslim community in subcontinent
and raised his voice in his poetry. Allama Igbal was inspired by Hali, especially by his
masterpiece "masaddas Maddo Jazer Islam" and by some other poems. Religious
consciousness has gathered Allama Igbal and Hali on the same platform Remembrance of
glorious part of Muslim Ummah, Islamic golden ages, the sorrow of forgetfulness of our
great ancestors, customs and the present condition of Muslim decline were the same
reasons which influenced Igbal and Hali, both, to write such poetry. We can trace Hali’s
inspiration in the poetry of Igbal. This article is a comprehensive study of Hali’s impacts on
Igbal’s poetry.

Keywords Impacts, Past, Igbal, poem, guide, Western, Tradtion, Civilization.
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The Socio-Political Condition of Indian Muslims in Anees Ashfaq’s
Novel "Heech"
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ABSTRACT Anees Ashfaq’s novel “Heech” reflects the shifting political and social
conditions of Indian Muslims. It effectively portrays the identity crisis, fear and communal
prejudice faced by minorities particularly Muslims. The novel highlights the ongoing
religious discrimination, anti-Muslim sentiments and the rise of extremist political
ideologies in contemporary India. The characters in “Heech” are caught in a struggle for
survival and the preservation of their identity. Anees Ashfaq explores the complexities of
human psychology, belief systems and political motives through a unique and symbolic
narrative style. “Heech” is not merely a portrayal of Muslim victimhood but a profound
social critique that exposes the contradictions within the current Indian system.
Interestingly, the Hindu characters in the novel also express discontent with the prevailing
circumstances, emphasizing that communal bias affects the entire society not just the
minorities. Anees Ashfaq’s narrative technique and literary voice hold a distinctive place
in Urdu literature. This study attempts to explore how the identity and security of the
Muslim individual are represented in literary texts against the backdrop of contemporary
Indian political discourse.

Keywords Communalism, Political, Discrimination, Minorities, Extremism.
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Magical Realism in "Sangha san Batesi" and "Betaal Pachesi"
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ABSTRACT The term "Magical realism" translated as “Jadowi Haqgigat” in Urdu is a
modern technique. Hawan Ralpho, for the first time, used it in his stories. The Latin novelist
Gabriel Garcia, by using the technique of "Magical Realism" in his novel “Hundred Years of
Solitude” in 1967, revolutionized the style of narration all over the world, and Urdu
Literature is no exception especially in the first half of twentieth century characterized by
the use of various descriptive techniques like letters, diaries, flash backs, flash forwards,
surrealism and realism etc. Magical Realism is one of such powerful techniques.” Sangha
San Batesi” and “Bettal Pachesi” stories are related to the imaginary and ideal world.
Where different characters including giants, fairies, jinns, ghosts, ascetics, jogis and leaves
keep the reader in a wonderful struggle from the beginning to the end. All the stories of
“Singhasan Batesi” and “Bettal Pachesi” evoke an atmosphere of imagination and
romance. In addition to the religious and cultural landscape, there is also a conflict
between them. Raja Bakarmajit's character is Dev Malay and a character with
transcendent abilities. Raja Bakarmajit's tenure has been described in the words of
government puppets. In these stories, the magic and talismanic atmosphere surrounds the
characters of good and bad everywhere in a believable manner. Apart from this, there are
glimpses of Bikramjit's courage, generosity, courage, wisdom and wise decisions. In the
stories of “Singhasan Batesi” and “Bettal Pachpesi”, the situation of the supernatural and
the supernatural elements creates a surprise for the reader.

Keywords Talismanic, Magic, Glimpses, Imagination, Puppets, Supernatural.
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Linguistic Representation of Cultural Conflict in the Short Stories of
Tahira Igbal: An Intercultural Study
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ABSTRACT This research investigates the lexical and cultural tensions in the short
stories of Tahira Igbal, focusing on how language operates as a site of identity, resistance,
and transformation in an era of globalization. The study begins by addressing the
increasing marginalization of indigenous languages and cultures in literary discourse, a
trend often overshadowed by the dominance of global languages such as English. While
prior scholarship has explored linguistic hybridity in postcolonial literature, there remains
a gap in examining how rural and regional voices navigate globalization from within the
Pakistani literary context. This paper fills that gap by examining Tahira Igbal’s unique
position as a writer deeply rooted in local traditions yet responsive to global influences.
Employing a qualitative textual analysis method, the study analyzes selected short stories
through the lens of sociolinguistic theory and intercultural literary criticism. Findings reveal
that Igbal’s hybrid linguistic style blending English with local vernaculars along with her
culturally embedded storytelling, captures the complex interplay between global cultural
codes and indigenous identities. Her narratives expose the socio-linguistic divide between
urban elites, who increasingly embrace English, and rural communities, who preserve their
mother tongues. The results underscore how Igbal resists cultural homogenization, using
language to foreground intercultural struggle and advocate for linguistic and cultural
diversity. This research positions her as a critical voice in contemporary literature,
challenging dominant narratives of globalization while reaffirming the value of local
identity in literary expression.

Keywords Cultural, Globalization, Linguistic, Cultural diversity, Homogenization.
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“The novel contrasts Changez’s dynamic, sophisticated
character with the static, impoverished representation of
Pakistan often portrayed through Western lenses, as seen in
the depiction of Lahore as a city stuck in time (Hamid, 2007, p.
5). Changez defies these stereotypes by showcasing his
intelligence, ambition, and deep knowledge of both Eastern and
Western cultures, which enable him to succeed academically at
Princeton and professionally at Underwood Samson (Hamid,
2007, p. 11; p. 121). His ability to navigate American society
while maintaining his cultural identity underscores his
resistance to imposed stereotypes and reflects the complexities
of cultural integration and the lingering effects of
colonization”(")
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The Political and Social Analysis of Travelogues based on American
Travels in the 215t Century

NAYAB TAHIR
PhD Research Scholar, Department of Urdu, University of Education, Lower Mall Campus, Lahore, Pakistan.
(nayaburdu@gmail.com)

ABSTRACT A travelogue is a unique literary form in which an author documents a
journey while offering detailed observations of both external landscapes and internal
reflections. Traditionally, travelogues focused on geographic descriptions and cultural
details, but modern travel narratives have evolved to explore politics, society, economy,
and cultural shifts through a research-driven approach. In the 21st century, American
travelogues have become more diverse in themes and styles, providing insightful and
thought-provoking literary experiences. These works go beyond tourism, delving into
issues such as immigration policies, racial discrimination, white supremacy, migration,
cultural evolution, foreign policy, terrorism, geopolitical tensions, and media influence on
public opinion. Despite highlighting challenges, travel writers also appreciate America’s
strengths, including punctuality, lawfulness, cleanliness, discipline, personal freedom, and
the protection of human and animal rights. These virtues have contributed to America’s
global influence. Ultimately, American travelogues serve as a window into the nation's
complexities, helping readers critically analyze its societal and political landscape while also
recognizing its positive aspects.

Keywords Travelogues, Political, Social, Sociopolitical, American, Discrimination.
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