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In the Context of the "HSK Standard Course': Pedagogical
Challenges Faced by Pakistani Teachers of the Chinese Language, the
Role of Urdu Language, and Additional Recommendations

LU XIAOHUI 1

2

AND DR. BUSHRA HANIF

1 student Researcher, Department of Urdu, Faculty of Asian and African Studies, Guangdong University of

Foreign Studies, Guangzhou, China

2 Assistant Professor, Department of Urdu, Faculty of Asian and African Studies, Guangdong University of

Foreign Studies, Guangzhou, China

Corresponding author: Dr. Bushra Hanif (dr.bushra786@outlook.com)

CONFLICT OF INTEREST: The
authors declare that there are no
conflicts of interest related to the
research, authorship, and/or
publication of this article, and
that the data presented have not
been fabricated or falsified.

FUNDING: This research did not
receive any specific grant or
financial support from public,
commercial, or not-for profit
funding agencies.

PARTICIPANT CONSENT: The
authors confirm that Informed
consent was obtained from all
participants, and confidentiality
was duly maintained.

KEYWORDS: Chinese language
education, HSK Standard Course,
Urdu language, Pakistan,
Teaching Challenges, CPEC, BRI

ABSTRACT: This article explores the challenges faced by
Pakistani teachers of the Chinese language using the HSK
Standard Course, focusing on the role of Urdu in teaching. With
Chinese language education growing rapidly in Pakistan,
especially under the Belt and Road Initiative, teachers
encounter difficulties due to limited resources, curriculum gaps,
and differences between Chinese and Urdu. Based on document
analysis and teacher interviews, the study examines challenges
related to the classroom environment, teaching materials,
teacher preparedness, and student learning. The findings show
that Urdu plays a key role in helping students understand and
engage with Chinese. The article offers practical
recommendations, including adapting the curriculum,
improving teacher training, and using Urdu strategically to
support learning. It concludes that policy support and
pedagogical innovation are essential to enhance Chinese
language education in Pakistan and strengthen Pakistan—China
cooperation.
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ABSTRACT: Masood Ashar is a significant late twentieth-century
Urdu short story writer whose work reflects emerging intellectual,
cultural, and political consciousness within Urdu literature. His
fiction, shaped by his engagement with journalism, addresses
political oppression, social conflict, class disparity, and the
alienation of modern individuals in rapidly changing societies.
Ashar’s second collection, ‘Khat-e-Sartan’ (1987), comprising
seventeen stories, demonstrates thematic maturity through its
nuanced exploration of individual-society tensions, moral
ambiguity, and political instability. More than a collection of
narratives, the work articulates the intellectual anxieties of its
time through symbolic, restrained, and psychologically layered
storytelling. The later compilation of Ashar’s collections, ‘Aankhon
Par Dono Hath’ and ‘Khat-e-Sartan’, into ‘Kulliyat-e-Afsana (Saare
Fasane)’ provides a cohesive perspective on his evolving creative
vision and the broader socio-political realities shaping his fiction.
This article offers a focused analysis of selected stories: ‘Bichhday
Ka Geet’, ‘Khwab’, and ‘Ek Bohat Purani Kahani’ to examine
narrative structure, thematic continuity, and symbolic strategies
central to Ashar’s literary contribution, within postcolonial Urdu
literary discourse and broader evolving modern sensibilities.
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ABSTRACT: This paper presents a comparative study of Allama
Muhammad Igbal’s and Dr. Israr Ahmed’s concepts of Khilafa
(Caliphate), examining their intellectual, philosophical, and
theological perspectives on Islamic political authority. Igbal, an
early twentieth-century poet-philosopher, envisioned Khilafa as a
spiritual and socio-political ideal grounded in Qur’anic principles
and the collective will of the Muslim ummah. For him, it
represented moral sovereignty under divine authority while
rejecting autocracy and secular nationalism. In contrast, Dr. Israr
Ahmed, a late twentieth-century revivalist thinker, emphasized
the practical re-establishment of Khilafa as a religious obligation,
advocating a Qur'an-centered movement aimed at political and
social transformation. This study does not seek a nostalgic return
to the past but rather integrates Islamic intellectual tradition with
constructive modern thought to address contemporary
challenges. Despite their differing approaches. Igbal’s being
visionary and philosophical, and Israr Ahmed’s organizational and
prescriptive, both thinkers converge on the belief that Khilafa is
essential for Muslim unity, spiritual renewal, and the realization of
divine sovereignty. The analysis highlights their shared rejection of
Western secular paradigms while contrasting Igbal’s poetic-

philosophical vision with Israr Ahmed’s pragmatic call to action.
a This work is licensed under aCreative Commons
2 Attribution-Non  Commercial 4.0  International

License (CC BY-NC 4.0)
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ABSTRACT: This paper presents an in-depth critical analysis of
Allama Muhammad Igbal’s third lecture in The ‘Reconstruction of
Religious Thought in Islam’, titled “The Concept of God and the
Reality of Prayer.” In this lecture, Igbal redefines the traditional
theological understanding of God by integrating Qur’anic insights
with modern philosophical thought. He challenges the classical
metaphysical notion of a static, impersonal, and purely
transcendent deity and instead advances the concept of a Living
God, dynamic, creative, and intimately involved in the ongoing
process of cosmic evolution. According to Igbal, God is not a
remote Being detached from human affairs but the ultimate
source of life, movement, and purpose in the universe. This study
examines the philosophical, metaphysical, and epistemological
implications of this conception, highlighting Igbal’s efforts to
harmonize spiritual intuition with scientific rationality. It further
emphasizes Igbal’s understanding of prayer as a profound spiritual
dialogue between the human and the Divine rather than a mere
ritual. Prayer, in this view, strengthens moral character, purifies
the self, and fosters creativity, ethical awareness, and purposeful
action. The paper concludes that Igbal’s conception of God and
prayer presents a transformative religious vision that unites faith,
reason, and human agency, remaining relevant to contemporary

philosophical and spiritual discourse.
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"Individuality is a matter of degrees and is not fully realized even

in the case of the apparently closed off unity of the human

being" "
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ABSTRACT: Milan Kundera is one of the most significant novelists
of the modern era, whose fiction persistently interrogates the
philosophical, emotional, and existential dimensions of human
life. In his novels and short stories, he delves deeply into human
existence, revealing new interpretive possibilities with each
reading. His works demand active intellectual engagement from
readers, as the layered narrative structure generates fresh
meanings over time. ‘The Unbearable Lightness of Being’ stands as
one of his most complex and philosophically rich novels. The
existential dilemmas of modern humanity are explored in this
novel with a depth that often rivals cognitive philosophy. The
narrative revolves around four central characters who navigate
love, jealousy, identity, and complex existential crises shaped by
historical pressures. This article examines how Kundera challenges
literal interpretation and explores the existential condition of
humanity through metaphor and psychological introspection.
Kundera advances the narrative through the characters’ inner
states, departing from traditional notions of linear storytelling and
narrative density. The study analyzes their contrasting emotional
and existential conditions and concludes that, despite complexity
and uncertainty, human relationships remain enduring, revealing
the distinction between authentic and inauthentic bonds during

times of crisis.
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ABSTRACT: Urdu literature holds a central place in the intellectual
and cultural history of South Asia, serving as a vital site of colonial
and postcolonial discourse. During colonial rule, it was shaped by
Western modernity, rationalism, and reformist narratives, while
simultaneously engaging with questions of identity, freedom, and
resistance. Postcolonial theorists such as Edward Saeed, Homi
Bhabha, Gayatri Spivak, and Frantz Fanon exposed the cultural and
psychological dimensions of empires. It offers insights that
resonate with Urdu reformists like Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, Shibli
Nomani, Hali, and Deputy Nazir Ahmad, who sought moral and
social renewal. Muhammad Igbal, however, went further by
directly challenging colonial power and transforming anti-colonial
thought into a spiritual and intellectual movement. After
independence, Urdu literature continued to nurture ideals of
selfhood, freedom, and cultural sovereignty, evolving into both an
aesthetic tradition and a record of resistance. This study brings
together the concepts of colonialism, postcolonialism, neo-
colonialism, and decoloniality to clarify their intellectual and
critical significance for understanding Urdu literature within
broader global debates on power, culture, language, memory, and
historical consciousness today identity resistance.
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ABSTRACT: Women writers have significantly enriched the Urdu
travelogue tradition by offering critical insights into religion,
culture, politics, and gender relations. Pakistani women’s
travelogues reveal shifting patterns of women’s rights across
different societies and highlight the ways in which religion shapes
women’s social status, autonomy, and equality. While cultural
norms and religious interpretations can facilitate empowerment,
they can also impose constraints on women'’s lives. This study
analyzes the impact of religion on women across diverse societies
and examines religious exploitation as well as women’s varied
experiences within religious and cultural traditions as represented
in Pakistani women'’s travelogues. Using these texts as primary
sources, the research employs a feminist qualitative content
analysis grounded in feminist theoretical frameworks. The findings
indicate that some women perceive religion as a source of
protection, identity, and spiritual comfort, whereas others
experience it as a barrier to personal freedom and equal rights.
The study concludes that religion’s influence on women’s lives is
shaped by its interpretation and socio-cultural context, resulting
in diverse gendered outcomes.
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ABSTRACT: This article explores the concept of mystical love in
Arabic Muslim literature with special reference to Ibn al-‘Arabi’s
‘Tarjuman al-Ashwagq’. It highlights how Muslim literature, rooted
in the Qur'an and Hadith, emphasizes truth, spirituality, and
human refinement. Unlike secular literary traditions, Muslim
poets and writers fuse artistic expression with moral and spiritual
values, making literature a means of personality formation and
social development. Within this framework, Ibn al-‘Arabi emerges
as a towering figure who profoundly shaped Islamic mystical
thought. Born in Andalusia, he is revered as al-Shaykh al-Akbar for
his influential writings on Sufism and philosophy, including ‘Al-
Futuhat al-Makkiyya’, ‘Fusus al-Hikam’, and ‘Tarjuman al-Ashwaq’.
His doctrine of wahdat al-wujud (Unity of Being) interprets all
existence as manifestations of  Tarjuman al-Ashwad’, lbn al-‘Arabi
presents his mystical experiences through symbolic and allegorical
love poetry. Although critics accused him of romanticism, he
clarified that his verses veil profound spiritual truths expressed
through the language of love. Ultimately, his conception of love
transcends the personal and embodies the eternal quest for Divine
proximity, shaping Muslim literary expression and the symbolic

tradition of the Urdu ghazal.
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ABSTRACT: This article presents a critical study of ‘Qawaid-e-
Khowar’, the pioneering grammatical work of Maulana Nagibullah
Razi on the Khowar language spoken in the remote district of
Chitral, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan. Historically, Khowar has
remained underrepresented in linguistic scholarship. The study
situates ‘Qawaid-e-Khowar’ within the tradition of Khowar
grammar writing and offers a comparative analysis with the earlier
work of Prince Samsam-ul-Mulk. It examines the book’s
organizational structure, including its treatment of the Khowar
alphabet, morphology, word classification, parts of speech, and
irregular verb forms. Razi’s use of clear and accessible Urdu,
supported by translated Khowar examples, makes the work
valuable for both native speakers and non-local learners. Despite
earlier Orientalist contributions, a comprehensive grammatical
framework for Khowar was lacking. The article concludes that
‘Qawaid-e-Khowar’ fills this significant gap by providing a
systematic, pedagogically effective, and foundational model for
the study and preservation of Khowar grammar. Overall, ‘Qawaid-
e-Khowar’ stands as an influential contribution that establishes a
solid foundation for future linguistic research and the preservation

of the Khowar language.
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